
 

A Rose, By Any other name: War of the Roses– 1455 

By Nicole Kliewer and Elijah Kallett 

___________________________________________ 

Dear esteemed delegates, 

It is our honor to welcome you to Florida State University’s Regional 

Training Conference XXIII! 

This weekend, you will be taking part in a grand-scale simulation of the 

court of the King of England in the late 1400s. Do not be fooled: despite 

the projection of grandeur this might have, this royal court is as foul as 

any. 

You will take part in intrigue, murder, war, romance, and everything in 

between, as you viciously ascend the ladder of existence. Every man is in 

turn a king and puppet. Which will you choose to be? 



Whatever you make of the sumptuous world of twilight Medieval 

England, the very fate of the Crown now rests upon your shoulders. 

Choose wisely, as anything could be your doom. 

 Qui primum movens, movet. 

Regards, 

Elijah Kallett & Nicole Kliewer 

_________________________________________________________ 

Hello Delegates, 

 Welcome to the 23rd annual Regional Training Conference and to the A 

Rose By Any Other Name: War of the Roses - 1455 Committee! My name is Nicole 

Kliewer and I will be Co-directing this committee with Elijah Kallett. To give you a 

little background about myself, I am a 4th year student studying Political Science and 

International Affairs with minors in Spanish and Statistics at Florida State University. 

I have participated in Model UN for 4 years and staffed previously at FDISC. Aside 

from Model UN, I am an avid ballroom and swing dancer and Germanophile.  

English medieval and early Renaissance history is a huge passion of mine so I am 

very excited to bring it to life with this committee. 

 As far as the committee is concerned, we will be acting as a small meeting of 

influential noblemen and wealthy commoners during the period. You will be tasked 

with confronting many political, social, and economic problems of this period both 

foreign and domestic in an attempt to stabilize England in a time of great change and 

turmoil. How will you respond to the tumultuous political climate? How can 

England increase her prestige globally? 

 Be ready to answer these and many other questions as you look toward your 

visit to England in 1455. I cannot express the importance of preparation as the best 

way to participate in the committee. I love small unique details and have a passion 

for this historical period. I expect the same level of devotion from you as we embark 



on our quest to solve the problems confronting England in 1455. As always, come to 

this committee ready to have fun.  

 If you have any concerns about this committee or the conference, please 

direct them to me at waroftheroses.rtcxxiii@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicole Kliewer 

Co-Director 

A Rose By Any Other Name: War of the Roses - 1455 

 

Hello all! 

 It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Florida State University Regional 

Training Conference XXIII. I am co-directing A Rose By Any Other Name: War of 

the Roses – 1455 with Nicole Kliewer. I am currently a sophomore at the Florida 

State University, majoring in International Affairs, and minoring in Film Studies. I 

took part in MUN for 4 years in high school, and am in my second year with FSU 

WAP, where I am very lucky to hold the position of Assistant Director of 

Involvement. I have previously competed on the collegiate circuit, and also directed 

my own committee, entitled ‘The Great Heathen Army’, at FDISC 2012. In my free 

time, I am a cinephage, voraciously scooping up every film I can get my hands on. I 

also play guitar and read history books. I have a strong interest in Medieval and 

Early Modern history, with an emphasis on feudal politics and Medieval religious 

sociology.  

 To me, plain and simple, the Wars of the Roses are some of the most 

important conflicts in Western history. They shaped everything from political 

precedence to social hierarchy. They successfully toppled almost every notion of 

monarchical grandeur that had so long suppressed the peasantry. In this committee, 

you, as a group of important noblemen and women, will be able to review this ornate 

and intricate world of late Medieval England, and make a future that is uniquely 

yours.  



 Preparation is going to be key for this committee. Read, watch, listen, and 

engage with every resource you can find. There will be a compiled list at the end of 

this document to help get you started. Accuracy to history is obviously not required, 

but the world around you will move at the same pace it does historically, so be aware 

of every detail that might affect your plans. 

 If you need any help or have any questions, you can send me an email at 

waroftheroses.rtcxxiii@gmail.com. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Elijah Kallett 

Co-Director 

A Rose By Any Other Name: War of the Roses - 1455 

Procedures and Concerns 
This committee will be run as a crisis committee. As a result, some of the 

rules will be different from a typical General Assembly committee. The 

default form of debate will be a perpetually moderated caucus with a 

speaker's time determined by the delegates and the committee will not 

have a formal speaker's list. The dais will entertain motions to suspend 

debate for other forms of caucusing. 

 The committee will not draft resolutions and instead will create 

directives to respond to the crisis and progress debate.  The dais will also 

entertain communiqués, individual crisis directives, and joint directives. 

Committee directives will be written actions undertaken by the committee 

as a whole. They will require a simple majority to be implemented. 

mailto:waroftheroses.rtcxxiii@gmail.com


Individual crisis directives and joint crisis directives are those that are 

undertaken by an individual delegate or multiple delegates using his or 

her own portfolio powers. Communiqués are statements, such as a press 

release, that take no direct actions. Group communiqués will require a 

simple majority to be implemented. If delegates are confused or have any 

questions regarding how to approach a particular situation in committee, 

they may ask the dais. However, if there are any questions concerning the 

role of a position in committee, delegates may ask the crisis staff or crisis 

director regarding the specific portfolio powers that pertain to their role. 

 If there are any questions regarding how committee will run, the 

modified rules and procedures, or any specific question regarding crisis, 

please do not hesitate to ask. We will review all of these procedures at the 

beginning of the conference to ensure they are understood and followed 

properly. Additionally, you may raise your left hand at any time during the 

conference for any procedural questions. 

Lastly, to address a common concern: no position papers will be required 

for this committee. 

Again, any questions or concerns can be directed to 

waroftheroses.rtcxxiii@gmail.com. 
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A Brief Outline of History, 1399 – 1450 

 In order to better understand the nature of the conflicts that have 

been retroactively labeled ‘The Wars of the Roses’, one would have to 

delve deep into the complex family history of the House Plantagenet, a 

family rife with murder, betrayal, incest, and crime. 

The noble House Lancaster was formed in 1399 by Henry 

Bolingbroke, later King Henry IV. Born to John of Gaunt, 1st Duke of 

Lancaster, Henry was the first cousin and close friend of then King 

Richard II. Richard had ascended the throne at the ripe age of 10 after his 

father, the Black Prince Edward, died before his own father.  Richard is 

widely regarded as one of the worst Kings of England, and his later rule 



was marked by his descent into insanity. In 1397, after he viciously 

subdued a noble rebellion, Richard’s paranoia began to grow. When 

Henry’s father, John, who had been manipulating Richard as his regent, 

died, Richard exiled Henry, along with a swath of other nobles. When 

Henry hinted at rebellion, Richard disinherited him, and extended his 

exile to permanency. Incensed, Henry returned to England with a small 

company of fighting men, which quickly grew geometrically. Richard put 

up little resistance, and was ousted by his cousin and old friend.  

Because the House Plantagenet’s name was now smeared with 

blood, Henry decided to use his cadet house name of Lancaster, making 

him King Henry IV, first of Lancaster. 

This spawned a complicated fracture in the noble line. Just because 

the main Plantagenet line king, Richard, had died without issue, did not 

mean that there were no other claimants to the throne. Richard’s 

grandfather, King Edward III, had fathered another son, named Edmund, 

who was given the title of 1st Duke of York, thus creating the cadet branch 

of House York. His grandson was Richard, who, in 1455, was the star 

noble 3rd Duke of York.  

Because neither the Lancaster nor the York lines were directly 

descended from the Plantagenet line, both houses have purported ‘equal 

claim’. 



Henry IV’s son, Henry ‘Hal’ V, had managed to maintain a strong 

grasp on the throne, but when he died, his only issue was his infant son, 

Henry VI, who ascended the throne at age 1. 

At the same time, another grand feud was forming. Richard II’s 

cousin, Elizabeth, had married into the rich Percy family, who were Earls 

of Northumberland, a cold patch of land in the far north of England. 

Another one of Richard’s cousins, the Fair Maiden Joan, married into the 

Neville family, who were Earls of the bountiful lands of Salisbury, Kent, 

and Warwick. Envy grew between these two families when Joan’s 

daughter Eleanor Neville married Henry Percy, 2nd Earl of 

Northumberland. Eleanor’s younger brothers Richard and William saw 

this as an insult to the grandiosity of their family, and thus took to 

constantly harassing the Percy’s for their issue. Both families are 

extremely close to the royalty and both pull towards different claimants. 

The year is 1455 now; Henry is a fully developed young man, but he 

has numerous problems as a ruler. He is prone to fits of insanity, and was 

pretty much unwilling to take staunch action against any threat. 

Today, on January 1
st
, 1455, you, a group of bright, prestigious, and 

above all, power-hungry nobles have assembled to discuss the future of 

the realm. 

Tensions are high, but ambitions are higher. Whose claim will be 

honored and whose contributions, forgotten? 



 

Culture and Life in England, circa 1455 
     In 1455, Europe faces a sharp geographic divide in cultural pursuits 

and daily life. In England, where our story begins, daily life and culture is 

characteristic of the medieval period. In order to understand this period, 

you must first understand the centrality of religion and the church in daily 

life. The church is the underpinning of most cultural developments. 

Architecture, music and art all formed from the foundations of the 

church. 

      Perhaps the most notable marks of this period are the cathedrals and 

churches dispersed throughout the land. From Norman grandeur to the 

late medieval cathedrals, the church left an indelible physical mark across 

England. Some of the most well-known medieval churches are Salisbury 

Cathedral, Winchester Cathedral, Wells Cathedral, St. Magnus 



Cathedral, Lincoln Cathedral, and, of course, Canterbury Cathedral. Two 

additional cathedrals can be seen in the city of Liverpool. These and 

other cathedrals of the period were brightly colored and elaborately 

decorated and form some of the most recognizable architectural features 

of the period.   

       Additionally, the church marks much of the daily life in medieval 

England. Clerics and Priests themselves wear robes as fine as those of 

kings and hold a very strong influence in their communities. The 

Archbishop of Canterbury is one of the most powerful men in England 

and holds a large level of influence in the political actions of the state.  

The cathedrals and churches also form a vital social role in the heart of 

the cities and towns in which they are located. Medieval churches are not 

the quiet reverential places. Instead, they are meeting places where local 

community members chat to share news in the nave as others worship 

around the building. Furthermore, the church pomp and pageantry fills 

much of the social calendar in British cities, with holiday festivals stopping 

work for days, and even weeks. 

      Art and dance in this period provide another insight into life in 

medieval England. The art itself is marked both by paintings and 

embroidery. One particular work of embroidery, the Syon Cope, is a 

remarkable example of the art in medieval England. It provides great 

insight into the church, nobility and daily life in England and follows the 

tradition of storytelling through embroidery seen in many of these works 



of art. In addition to the art, dance holds an important place in medieval 

life. The dance styles of the time can generally be divided into court and 

country dances. From the Morris dance, to the quadrille and jig, many of 

these dances have roots in popular festivals or celebrations.  

         In addition to art and the role of the church, gender roles dictate 

much of daily life. At this time, England is a patriarchal society. The lives 

of women are heavily determined by contemporary opinions about 

gender roles and abilities. As a result, gender inequality characterizes the 

period. While this depends on marital status, region, and other factors, 

most women face limited life-choices, fewer work opportunities, and 

restricted basic freedoms. In many matters, such as marriage, decisions 

are often made by male relatives. Yet, women were still considered the 

captains of domesticity. They were expected to raise children, and find 

them proper education. They were also typically charged with keeping the 

household stable while men were away at war or court. 

 War was also revolutionized in the time period. Cannons were 

employed for the first time by the English at the Battle of Agincourt in 

1415, and military technology and strategy was rapidly becoming the focus 

of Generals over sheer manpower. The English had also made a massive 

paradigm shift by refocusing the military to small standing armies, called 

retinues, which were employed all year round. Slowly but surely, the 

English also began to phase out heavy, clunky foot knights, in favor of 



faster cuirassiers, who wore lighter black-oxidized plate armor and rode 

horses, making them fast and deadly. 

      As all of this occurs in England, the medieval period is slowly fading 

into obscurity in the south. Despite periods of social upheaval, endemic 

warfare and disease, this period marks the beginning of one of the greatest 

periods of cultural rebirth and discovery. The free Italian city-state of 

Firenze spawned this cultural transition, now known as the Renaissance, 

and it represents a return to study of classical antiquity and greater 

emphasis on Humanism. While the new cultural movement began in 

Firenze, with the recent introduction of the Gutenberg's printing press, the 

possibilities for expansion beyond its current geographic spread are 

numerous. The art, music, and discovery during this cultural "rebirth" 

present opportunities for profound social impact in new regions and 

greater prestige for burgeoning young nations. 

 

 



 

For Whom the Bell Tolls: The Players 

 

___________ 

 

Be aware; despite the roses that mark each of your 
coats, you are, above all else, your own ally. 

 

 

 



 
Lancastrians 

Queen Margaret of Anjou 
Margaret of Anjou was born in 1430 to the ambitious 

rising French noble House Anjou. Her father, ‘King’ 

Rene, was known as such due to his possession of many 

titular titles all over the Mediterranean. Queen Margaret 

married King Henry in 1445, however, she has not bore 

him a child. She is young, intelligent, and devoted to the 

King completely. Her charm and beauty have gained her 

many allies, but also put her under suspicion of infidelity 

from many at the royal court. Yet, these accusations will 

not stop Queen Margaret from doing everything in her 

power to maintain her husband’s hold on the crown. 

 

 

 

 

 



Henry Percy, 3rd Earl of Northumberland 
Henry Percy hails from the fierce, Northern-blooded House 

Percy, who hold a barren, but important patch of land in 

Northumberland. Henry is a grand financier, who has 

somehow managed to maintain three castles on a very meager 

noble income. Unfortunately, though, his success has made 

him the target of many feuds with his jealous neighbors, 

primarily the House Neville. As the Warden of East March, 

Henry is tasked with defending the Northern border of 

England from Scottish incursion. 

Edmund Tudor, 1st Earl of Richmond 
Edmund is certainly the odd one out in the Lancastrian court. Hailing 

from the powerful House Tudor, he and his brother are the only Welsh 

members of the royal court. Edmund is a simple man, bred of war and 

not of high intellect. He holds a rather ignoble attitude, which has gotten 

him in trouble with the clergy in the past. Edmund also a womanizer, 

known to use his female friends for their assets, but leaving them when 

he is bored of them. Despite all of this, he has a strong hold on his 

peerage and is one of the lords whose retinue is always used by the king. 

 

Henry Beaufort, 3rd Duke of Somerset 
Henry is a military-minded lord and the head of House 

Beaufort. He is one of the primary commanders of the 

standing Lancastrian forces. He is very loyal to the crown, 

thought this sometimes clouds his judgment. His 

headstrong attitude about war has made cast him apart 

from the rest of the Lancastrians, as most of them favor 

stability. Yet, should there be war, one can always rely on 

Henry to be there. 

 



Edmund Beaufort 
Edmund Beaufort is a lazy and sordid man. He constantly 

carries himself with an attitude of displeasure about life. 

This might stem from the fact that, as a second son, he was 

afforded no title at the passing of his father. That said, there 

is always room for advancement, and someone with as little 

conscience as Edmund is just the man. He is a ruthless 

brute willing to do whatever it takes to get his way. 

 

 

Henry Holland, 3rd Duke of Exeter 
Born to the noble House Holland in 1430, Henry Holland 

is the great-grandson of John of Gaunt, meaning he has a 

tangential, but legitimate claim to the throne of England. 

Unfortunately, he is temperamental, with a terribly short 

fuse, and this has lost him friends in the past. As the 

Constable of the Tower of London, he is charged with 

carrying out matters of gaoling, including imprisonment and 

executions. He is a proponent of torture, and the rack is his 

best friend. Some have even taken to calling it ‘the Duke’s 

daughter’. 

 

 

 

 

 



John Clifford, 9th Baron de Clifford 
It is not royal secret that John Clifford is actually a psychotic 

murder. He is not to be trusted or expected to follow the 

rules. As a loose-cannon minor lord, his is often charged with 

various murders, but his connections in the Lancastrian court 

have saved him from serious persecution. Clifford goes where 

the money flows, and so the tide has landed him in the 

Lancastrian court, to carry out their dirty work, and perhaps 

make a name for the House Clifford along the way. 

 

Jasper Tudor, 1st Duke of Bedford 
Jasper Tudor is man bred of two gods. One he prays to in 

church under the scepter of a priest. The other is Ares, 

the god of war. Born in bred in the houses of squires and 

knights, Jasper is brilliant adventurer and skilled tactician. 

He is the head general of the Lancastrian standing army. 

Jasper’s tact on the field is lost in his coin purse though. 

Unable to ship by water, Jasper’s land trade must go 

through harsh forests, populated by thieves and 

highwaymen. 

John de Vere, 13th Earl of Oxford 
A young and chivalrous lad, John de Vere is an excellent 

and exemplary knight. He is a learned man, having been 

granted the peerage of Oxford, the seat of the oldest 

university in the world. As the master of learnings for 

Henry VI, de Vere is in charge of the royal library, which 

contains all the historical, ecological, and economic records 

of the royal court. 

 



Humphrey Stafford, 1st Duke of Buckingham 
By 1455, Humphrey Stafford was growing well into old 

age. Born in 1402, he had been a great commander during 

the 100 Years War, and is a Knight of the Garter. Yet, his 

glory days are behind him, and he has retreated to more 

pious studies. As the Duke of Buckingham, a historically 

well-respected title, he has considerable influence over the 

House of Lords, and thus is a strong voice in the creation 

of laws. 

Thomas Stanley, 1st Earl of Derby 
Born to a mixed Scottish-English family, Thomas Stanley 

grew up without a father, and faced many hardships in his 

early youth. His peerage was constantly challenged by 

supposed ‘pure bloods’ with better claims to his land. In 

his adult life, Stanley has styled himself as great magnate 

lord, and has become so much. As the King of the Manx 

and the High Reeve of the Derby House, Stanley has 

managed to find himself overflowing in wealth, and thus, 

in favor with the crown. 

 

Richard Woodville, 1st Earl of Rivers 
Superficially, Richard Woodville may seem to be a quiet and 

unassuming older gentleman. However, below his consummate 

image of sublime, he is a power-hungry lord. His title, Earl of 

Rivers, is actually a false peerage, granted to him as a sign of 

respect. He is desperate to be on the ‘winning side’ and is 

obsessed with gaining an actual title for him and his family. 

 

 

 



 

Yorkists 
Edward, 7th Earl of March 

Edward is the oldest of the four sons of Richard, 3rd Duke of 

York, the main claimant to the throne of England. Edward is 

an affable, smart young man, who gained his peerage through 

merit and duty, rather than by royal rite. He is a hard worker, 

and appears to be rising fast in the House of Lords. As a strong 

diplomat, Edward has many connections, both in England and 

on the continental. He is clever and witty, to a fault, though, as 

many do not see his youthful charm as a good trait. 

 

Richard Neville ‘the Younger’, 16th Earl of 
Warwick 
Richard Neville is a brilliant military leader, an excellent 

public speaker, a shrewd statesman, and, above all, a heartless 

sociopath. For Neville, the ends always justify the means. He 

is ambitious and has high plans for his family. Whispers at 

the royal court talk in hushed tones about him: “Kingmaker”, 

they say. 



Richard Plantagenet, 3rd Duke of York 
Currently, Richard, 3rd Duke of York, is the primary 

claimant to the throne. During Henry VI’s early reign, 

Richard had always been close by, maintain stability in 

the realm while Henry went through various states of 

mental unrest. Richard is a pious and devoted man, who 

sees the English throne as his divine right. He was born 

an orphan, and was never particularly handsome. His 

rough exterior, though, helps project his image as his 

namesake: the Lionhearted. He is strong and even 

stronger-willed, and will do anything to maintain his 

proximity to the crown. 

Thomas ‘Neville’ Waters, the Bastard of Fauconberg 
Not much is known about Thomas ‘Neville’, even by his 

closest allies. Born out of wedlock, Thomas rarely admits 

to his illegitimacy, and is violent and cruel towards those 

who do. He is an expert sea-faring captain, and commands 

his father’s 15 ship fleet. 

 

 

Richard Neville ‘the Older’, 5th Earl of Salisbury 
Richard ‘the Older’ is the quiet, brooding father of 

Warwick and Montagu. He is calm and deliberate, and 

takes his position very seriously. As the Warden of 

West March, he is charged with defending the Manx 

coast against Scottish incursion. He shares this task with 

his mortal enemy, Henry Percy. Neville is known to 

inspire both respect and fear amongst his subjects, and 

is keen on keeping it that way. 

 



John Neville, 1st Marquess of Montagu 
Recently created as a Knight of the Garter, John is the 

youngest of the Neville family. He shares his father’s quiet 

demeanor, and takes more to books and scrolls than his peers. 

He is a man of god, who nearly rejected his peerage in order to 

join the Holy Brotherhood of the Templar. His father forced 

him to remain in England and accept a peerage, but he 

maintains his proximity to the Holy Scripture as much as 

possible. 

 

William Herbert, 1st Earl of Pembroke 
“Black William” Herbert is the nearly-silent Earl of 

Pembroke in Richard’s court. He is a rather simple man, 

who some even consider a lack-wit. Yet, behind his 

lackadaisical attitude, there is a fire of devotion and hard 

work that is waiting to be tapped into. House Herbert 

received their peerage after building a great marcher 

fortress in Southern Wales that was instrumental in taking 

the staging of the invasion of France during the 100 Years 

War. The castle still stands today, and Herbert is tasked 

with its maintenance.   

 

 

 

 

 



William Hastings, 1st Baron Hastings 
Hastings is the trusted friend and advisor of Edward, 7 th 

Earl of March. He is sharp and knowledgeable in many 

pursuits, which has led to his nickname: the Manticore. As 

the Sheriff of Warwickshire and Leicestershire, Hastings 

oversees much of the trade that passes through the 

heartlands of the realm, making him a rich, but sometimes 

corrupt man. 

 

 

John Howard, 1st Duke of Norfolk 
Growing up on the noble estate farmlands of the House 

Howard, John Howard has gotten very good at counting 

things. He counts sheep; he counts soldiers; and most of 

all, he counts money. His financial skill has made him a 

rising star in the noble courts of many lords. It also makes 

many people suspicious of him, and puts him as an 

obvious target when something goes missing, even if it isn’t 

his fault. That said, he is not always without blame. After 

all, his is always the one counting. 

 

Edmund, Earl of Rutland 
Although he is extremely young, Lord Edmund is the Lord 

Chancellor of Ireland, a title that gives him many connections 

throughout the British Isles. He is a graceful and peaceful youth. 

Some even say he was sired by a cherub and not a man. 

However, his seeming complacency is not always respected, and 

places him in tough situations where he lacks the experience or 

the stomach to make certain decisions. 



 

Elizabeth Woodville 
Elizabeth Woodville is a sort of wildcard. Most of her 

family has placed themselves in the court of the 

Lancastrians, on the side of the King. Yet, despite her 

Lancastrian leanings, she can still be found in the 

Yorkist court. Although there is no direct reason for 

this, some claim that it is because she is carrying on a 

secret affair with Edward, 7th Earl of March. Whatever 

the case, her beauty and elegance are deceptive. She is 

motivated and strives to better her place in society, and 

will do what she feels is best to get there. 

 

William Neville, 1st Earl of Kent 
The elderly father of the Bastard of Fauconberg is still a 

force to be reckoned with. As a commander in the 100 

Years War, William was notorious for executing his 

enemies by boiling them alive in pots of oil, or drowning 

them in butts of wine. He is sadistic and violent, but in 

truth, he is no more than a crony for Richard, 3rd Duke of 

York. 
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Good Luck, and May the Fates Smile Upon You.. 
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